524   AN  INTRODUCTION  TO   CHILD   STUDY
The remainder of the lies (77 per cent) resulted from the
demands of other everyday situations. "The girls gave a
much larger number o£ conventional lies than the boys,
particularly in their ninth and tenth years.'1 Almost half
of the examples were lies which they had observed adults
using. This experiment with Viennese and American chil-
dren reveals the influence of adult example on their be-
havior. It also shows that the actions of adults have a
much greater effect than the advice they give young people,
and that fear of social disapproval is at the basis of con-
ventional lies.
Fear of physical pain or deprivation prompt those lies
which arise out of situations in which the child is in want
or in danger. The following are examples of lies told to
escape punishment: "Once I stole some sugar; when the
coffee was served mother noticed it, and said, 'A piece of
sugar is missing/ and I would have caught it. So I had to
lie and say it was not me. But mother said, 'Go along, who
would have taken it if not you?' And I would have caught it
hotter so I had to lie like anything." Another child said:
"Once I lied to my mother; she told my father and I had
to lie again because I was so frightened/' A boy argued in
this way: "I steal something from a man. He asks me.
'Have you stolen it?' Why don't I say yes? Because if I
do I will be brought before the court and punished/' When
a child copies he will not tell the truth for fear of being
punished. When he gets a low mark he lies to his parents
about it for fear of being punished by them. Thus fear
lies at the basis of many children's falsehoods.
Suggestibility is another important factor in lyiflg. Very
frequently children will tell a lie before they stop to think,
especially if the question has been worded in such a way as
to suggest a particular answer.
Innumerable situations in everyday life favor lying. One
boy reported that his "mother was so fussy that he could
only avoid her plaguing him by telling lies/* Care should
be taken not to give a child a feeling of guilt with respect
to a falsehood in which he has been detected. The emphasis

